
 
  

Jessica Silverman Announces Representation of Oliver Osborne 
 

     
 

Portrait of Oliver Osborne in the studio, 2026.  
Courtesy of the artist and Jessica Silverman, San Francisco. Photo: Benedicte Sehested.

 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (October 2, 2026) –	Jessica Silverman is delighted to represent Berlin-

based painter Oliver Osborne, whose work brings the intimacy of everyday life into dialogue with 

the grand masters of art history. Inspired by the European canon, family photographs, and 

contemporary culture, Osborne translates his immediate circle into paintings that feel timeless 

and consequential. His work explores how painting can lend enduring relevance to fleeting 

moments while breathing new life into inherited forms. As Osborne explains, “I like to move freely 

across time, from the present to the past or wherever I decide to go. Painting has its own reality. 

It is a slow medium that operates by its own rules.” 



   
 

   
 

Born in Edinburgh, Osborne studied at the Chelsea College of Art and the Royal Academy in 

London before moving to Berlin, where he lives and works today. He begins many of his paintings 

with collages that experiment with scale and placement. Lately, he often poses his sons, as 

representatives of the future, in ways that echo figures from historical paintings. The collision of 

these elements asks: How have our perceptions of boyhood changed from the Renaissance to 

the age of AI? And how has our sense of time and place shifted? What world do our children 

stand to inherit?  

 

     
 

Oliver Osborne, Portrait of the Artist’s Sons, 2026.  
Courtesy of the artist and Jessica Silverman, San Francisco. Photo: Nick Ash.

 

At Art Basel Paris 2026, booth C14, Jessica Silverman will present Portrait of the Artist’s Sons 

(2026). In this four-foot-high canvas, one son makes vigilant eye contact with the viewer while 

his younger brother poses as a sleeping guard, a motif popular in Renaissance painting. The 

sleeping guard is an authority figure in a vulnerable state, underscoring the power of 

consciousness. The pair are backlit by a blue sky that feathers into a shadowy painterly plane as 

if the boys were clear thinkers or wisps of hope in a dark, confused universe. Like the 

perspectives afforded by the psychological portraiture of Alice Neel and Lucian Freud, 

Osborne’s gaze is both tender and tough, paternal but analytical. It brings the intimacy of family 

life into a grand historical narrative that acknowledges the encroaching fog of contemporary 

culture, but stills its velocity and perforates its stress. 



   
 

   
 

 

In Osborne's paintings, art history is not a distant inheritance but a living language, continually 

renewed. While his work may, at first glance, indulge in the romance of the Old Masters, they 

actually present a world the latter could never imagine. “My work is about the simultaneity of 

modern life and the online feeling of being in many places at once. The conflation of times and 

places is a contemporary condition.”  

 

Over a decade ago, gallery founder and CEO Jessica Silverman visited Osborne's studio. “I was 

enamored then and am even more enthralled now,” she says. “Oliver is a masterful maker whose 

paintings speak to the past, present, and future. We are excited to build upon his celebrated 

European career in America and globally.” 

 

The announcement further extends the international scope of Jessica Silverman's program and 

follows Osborne’s first solo exhibition with the gallery, which ran in June-July 2026. Osborne will 

enjoy his second solo show at the gallery in 2029. 

 

 
 

Installation view of “Oliver Osborne: The Card Players,” Jessica Silverman, San Francisco, CA, 2026. Courtesy of the artist 
and Jessica Silverman, San Francisco. Photo: Phillip Maisel.

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

ABOUT OLIVER OSBORNE 

 

Oliver Osborne (b. 1985, Edinburgh) studied at Chelsea College of Arts and the Royal Academy 

Schools in London. He has enjoyed recent institutional solo exhibitions at ICA Milano, Italy, and 

Bonner Kunstverein, Germany. Both exhibitions were accompanied by monographs. His work has 

been included in group exhibitions at Hamburger Kunsthalle, Hamburg; and Museo di 

Capodimonte, Naples, among others. His work	is held in the collections of Fondazione Sandretto 

Re Rebaudengo, Turin; David and Indré Roberts Collection, London; Aishti Foundation, Beirut; 

Braunsfelder Family Collection, Cologne; Haubrok Foundation, Berlin; and Sander Collection, 

Darmstadt. Osborne is represented by Gió Marconi, Milan; Union Pacific, London; Paulina Caspari, 

Munich; Galería Pelaires, Palma de Mallorca; Jessica Silverman, San Francisco. Osborne lives and 

works in Berlin.	 
 

ABOUT JESSICA SILVERMAN 

 

Jessica Silverman is an international art gallery known for building artists’ careers, collaborating 

with collectors keen on positive provenance, and partnering with museums on innovative 

exhibitions. Established in 2008, the gallery has operated in several locations in San Francisco 

and now resides on Grant Avenue on the border of Chinatown and the Financial District. 

  

The gallery participates in four prestigious Art Basel fairs–Miami Beach, Paris, Hong Kong, and the 

original Basel, Switzerland. The gallery also exhibits at Frieze LA, as well as San Francisco’s own 

FOG DESIGN + ART.  

  

Jessica Silverman, the founder and CEO of the gallery, has an MA in Curatorial Practice and a 

BFA in Studio Art. She is a Board member of the Art Dealers Association of America (ADAA) and 

on the Walker Youngbird Advisory Council. She was a member of the San Francisco Arts 

Commission for nine years from 2009 to 2018 and is happy to consult on public projects. 
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