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Born 1958, Los Angeles, CA

Honorary Doctorate, California College of the Arts, 2025

BFA, California College of the Arts, 1999

Lives and works in Berkeley, CA

Presidential Advisory Board Member at California College of the Arts
Board member at Headlands Center for the Arts

Solo Exhibitions

2026

2022

2018

2015

2014

Amon Carter Museum of American Art, Fort Worth, TX [forthcoming]
Jessica Silverman, San Francisco, CA [forthcoming]

Lava Thomas: Homecoming, Spelman College Museum of Fine Art, Atlanta, GA
Lava Thomas: Homecoming, Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts, Montgomery, AL

Mugshot Portraits: Women of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, Rena Bransten
Gallery, San Francisco, CA

Looking Back and Seeing Now, Berkeley Art Center, Berkeley, CA

Lava Thomas: Beyond, Museum of the African Diaspora, San Francisco, CA

Selected Group Exhibitions

2025

2024

2023

2022

Ritual and Resistance, TNT Art Lab, San Francisco, CA

Continuum, Museum of the African Diaspora, San Francisco, CA

Reunited, Campus Gallery, California College of the Arts, San Francisco, CA

‘Free as they want to be’: Artists Committed to Memory, Johnson Museum of Art,
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY

‘Free as they want to be’: Artists Committed to Memory, Ethelbert Cooper Gallery,
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA

Summoning, Rena Bransten Gallery, San Francisco, CA
Dwelling: New Acquisitions, Cantor Arts Center, Stanford, CA

What Has Been and What Could Be: The BAMPFA Collection, Berkeley Art Museum
& Pacific Film Archive, CA
Resting Our Eyes, Institute of Contemporary Art, San Francisco, CA

'Free as they want to be’: Artists Committed to Memory, 2022 Fotofocus Biennial,
National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, Cincinnati, OH

Tikkun: For the Cosmos, the Community, and Ourselves, Contemporary Jewish
Museum, San Francisco, CA

Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience., Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History and Culture, Washington D.C.
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The Artist’'s Eye: Tammy Rae Carland, David Huffman, Lava Thomas and John Zurier,
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive, CA

The Black Index, Hunter College Art Galleries, New York, NY

Personal to Political: Celebrating the African American Artists of Paulson Fontaine
Press, Mills College Art Museum, Oakland, CA

The Outwin 2019: American Portraiture Today, Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum,
St. Louis, MO

Personal to Political: Celebrating the African American Artists of Paulson Fontaine
Press, Bakersfield Museum of Art, Bakersfield, CA

Next to You, McEvoy Foundation for the Arts, San Francisco, CA

New Time: Art and Feminisms in the 21st Century, Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific
Film Archive, CA

The Black Index, Art Galleries at Black Studies, University of Texas at Austin

The Black Index, Palo Alto Art Center, CA

The Black Index, University Art Galleries, University of California, Irvine
Otherwise/Revival, Bridge Projects, Los Angeles, CA

Monument, Minnesota Street Project, San Francisco, CA

Justice, Marin Museum of Contemporary Art, Novato, CA

Podium, 181 Fremont, San Francisco, CA

Personal to Political: Celebrating the African American Artists of Paulson Fontaine
Press, Art Museum of West Virginia University, WV

The Outwin 2019: American Portraiture Today, National Portrait Gallery,
Washington, DC

To Reflect Us, Rena Bransten Gallery, San Francisco, CA

Adjust Yo' Eyes for This Darkness, Ashara Ekundayo Gallery, Oakland, CA
Surfacing Histories, Sculpting Memories, National Museum of Women in the Arts
Women to Watch 2020 Nominee, Hubble Galleries, California College of the Arts,
San Francisco, CA

My Silences Had Not Protected Me, For Freedoms and Fort Gansevoort, New York,
NY

Pretty Big Things, Walter Maciel Gallery, Los Angeles, CA

Personal to Political: Celebrating the African American Artists of Paulson Fontaine

Press, Krasl Art Center, St. Joseph, Ml

Art on the Vine, Martha's Vineyard, MA

Be Not Still: Living in Uncertain Times, Part ll, di Rosa Center for Contemporary Art,

Napa, CA

The Portrait Show, Rena Bransten Gallery, San Francisco, CA

Face Forward: Self-Image & Self-Worth, Richmond Art Center, CA

Sabbath: The 2017 Dorothy Saxe Invitational, Contemporary Jewish Museum, San
Francisco, CA

With Liberty and Justice for Some, Berkeley Art Center, Berkeley, CA

Culture In a Changing America, Artist Salon Series, Park Avenue Armory, New York,
NY

With Liberty and Justice for Some, Walter Maciel Gallery, Los Angeles, CA
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Sanctuary City: With Liberty and Justice for Some, SFAC Gallery, San Francisco, CA
Lift Off, Rio Hondo College Art Gallery, Rio Hondo, CA

The True Stories Project: Exploitation and Empowerment, Patan Museum,
Kathmandu, Nepal

After Pop Life, Minnesota Street Project, San Francisco, CA

Contemporary Figuration as an Expression of Humanism, Richmond Art Center, CA
These American Lives, Rena Bransten Gallery, Minnesota Street Project, San
Francisco, CA

Introspective, Bravin Lee Programs, New York, NY

Collect!, Berkeley Art Center, Berkeley, CA
West Coast Ink, University Art Gallery, Sonoma State University, CA

Being Scene: A Performance Installation, in collaboration with Aleta Hayes, Cantor
Art Center at Stanford University, CA

Community Creates, Palo Alto Art Center, CA
Women In Print, Etchings from the Paulson Bott Press, Bolinas Museum, CA

Chain Letter, Shoshona Wayne Gallery, Santa Monica, CA
Women in Print, Paulson Bott Press, Berkeley, CA
Tel-Art-Phone, Beacon Arts Building, Inglewood, CA

Secret Drawings, Palo Alto Art Center, Palo Alto, CA
Secret Drawings, San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, CA

Permanent Installations

2024

2023

2022

San Francisco Public Art Commission, Portrait of a Phenomenal Woman: A
Monument to Honor Dr. Maya Angelou, San Francisco Main Library, CA

Resistance Reverb: Movements 1& 2, HALL Arts Hotel, Dallas, TX

Feel What | Feel in the Sunshine, Apple Music Headquarters, Culver City, CA
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American Academy of Arts and Letters Purchase Prize, Academy of Arts and
Letters, New York, NY

Artadia Award San Francisco, Artadia, New York, NY
Artist in Residence, Facebook, Los Angeles, CA
Joan Mitchell Center Artist Residency, New Orleans, LA

Finalist, The Outwin 2019: American Portraiture Today, National Portrait Gallery,
Washington, DC
Lucas Artists Fellowship in Visual Arts, Montalvo Art Center, Saratoga, CA

Master Artist Award, Kala Art Institute, Berkeley, CA

Artist in Residence, Headlands Center for the Arts, Sausalito, CA
Artist in Residence, Kala Art Institute, Berkeley, CA

Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and Sculptors Grant, New York, NY

Artist in Residence, Djerassi Resident Artists Program, Woodside, CA
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Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley, CA

Cantor Art Center at Stanford University, Stanford, CA

Crocker Art Museum, Sacramento, CA

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA

Harvard Art Museums, Cambridge, MA

National Museum of African American History and Culture, Washington, DC
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, Philadelphia, PA

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, CA

Smithsonian Museum of American Art, Washington, DC

Spelman College Museum of Fine Art, Atlanta, GA

Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, NY

Art in Embassies Program, United States Embassy in Johannesburg, South Africa
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